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Abstract

This study examines the biographical writing of Syed Mahmood Khawar from a research and
critical perspective. Khawar holds a significant position in Urdu literature as a biographer,
researcher, journalist, essayist, and prose writer. His biographical works demonstrate a close
relationship between personality, history, literature, and cultural consciousness. Rather than
presenting the lives of individuals merely as chronological accounts, he examines their
intellectual, literary, social, political, religious, and personal dimensions within the historical
context of their respective periods. His works, including Khurshid Ahmad Jami: Shakhs-o-Shair,
Asar Lakhnavi: Shakhsiyat aur Fan, Ahd-Saz Hastiyan, Dr. Syedna Muhammad Burhanuddin,
and Minar-e-Azmat-o-Rifat: Nawab Muhammad Ismail Khan, reflect his extensive research and
documentary approach. The study highlights his use of personal details, historical records,
scholarly opinions, and literary analysis to construct comprehensive portraits of his subjects. His
simple, fluent, and narrative style makes historical and literary material accessible to readers. At
the same time, the study observes that excessive factual detail and an admiring tone in some
biographical accounts occasionally reduce the scope of deeper critical analysis. Overall,
Khawar’s biographical writing represents an important connection between research, history,
literature, and personality studies in Urdu prose.

Keywords: Syed Mahmood Khawar; Urdu Biographical Literature; Biography Writing; Literary
Research; Historical Context; Personality Studies
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